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NOTE: The President’s 116th news conference
began at 11:19 a.m. in the auditorium at the Jeru-
salem Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Minister of Foreign Affairs Saud al-
Faysal bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Likud Party Leader
Binyamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem
March 14, 1996

Q. Mr. President, if Mr. Netanyahu comes
into power, will you cooperate with him as
deeply as you cooperate with Prime Minister
Peres?

The President. I will certainly cooperate
with him. Israel is a democracy; the Israeli
voters will make their decision in a few
weeks, and the United States relationship
with Israel is deep, strong, and enduring. Of
course I would.

And I don’t think there is much partisan
difference in our country or yours on this
question of fighting against terrorism. It’s
one of the great challenges the world faces.
We’ve go to do a better job. We’ve got to
strengthen it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:10 p.m. in the
presidential suite at the Laromme Hotel. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks in a Question-and-Answer
Session With Students in Tel Aviv,
Israel
March 14, 1996

The President. Thank you, Liad, for your
introduction and for your fine remarks. She
did a good job representing the young people
of Israel, didn’t she? You did a great job.
Thank you. Mr. Mayor, thank you for your
welcome and your vigorous and important
statement. My friend, Prime Minister Peres,
thank you for your many wonderful words.
I hope that in our common pursuit of peace
I can be worthy of them.

I want to thank all of you for making me
feel so welcome here today, and I would like
to say a special word of thanks to the people
who provided the wonderful music, the
Sheba Choir, the Moran Choir, the Tel Aviv-

Yaffa Youth Orchestra, Danny Robas; thank
you all very much.

You have made me feel very welcome here
today, in this time of pain and sorrow, also
a time of challenge for all of Israel, and espe-
cially for the young people of this great na-
tion. Only a few blocks from this hall, only
days ago, 13 Israelis were murdered as they
went about their daily business; the latest vic-
tims of the latest campaign of terror. Four
bombs in 9 days in Jerusalem, Ashkelon, Tel
Aviv—dozens murdered, scores wounded.
Your neighbors, your friends, your class-
mates.

Here every death is a death in the family.
But let me say to the mothers and fathers,
the brothers and sisters, the grandparents
and children, the friends of those who have
died, we know your pain is unimaginable and
to some extent unshareable, but America
grieves with you and prays that you will be
comforted among the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem. Indeed, America lost its own chil-
dren in these attacks. Three weeks ago in
Jerusalem, Sara Duker and Matthew
Eisenfeld; before them, Joan Devenny and
Alyssa Flatow and Nachshon Wachsman, a
young American who was also a soldier and
whose grave, along with those of soldiers of
the IDF killed in recent bombings I recently
visited, just a few hours ago in Har Herzl.
I’m glad there are many American students
here today because we must stand together,
and you must stand together.

America knows also the wounds of terror
because of experience on our own soil, in
the tragedies of Oklahoma City and the
World Trade Center in New York. One of
terrorists’ greatest consequences is the awful
persistence of fear, fear that the bus is not
safe, that a shopping center might be a target,
that there is no haven from danger, that
friends or family will be taken in an instant,
that the fear itself will never end. But fear
must be conquered, security must be re-
stored, and peace must be pursued.

I wanted to have this opportunity to speak
with you, the young people of this country,
because it is vital that you believe that fear
can and will be defeated, for you are the fu-
ture and your response to these cowardly acts
will shape your nation’s future.
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